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COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE — APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.06 pm]: I am pleased to inform the house of the appointment 
of Ms Jacqueline McGowan-Jones to the office of Commissioner for Children and Young People, and I welcome her 
to the role. Ms McGowan-Jones takes over from Mr Colin Pettit, who was appointed to the role in 2015. Mr Pettit 
has held the role since 2015 and I would like to acknowledge and thank him for his significant contribution. Mr Pettit 
has been a strong advocate for WA’s children and young people and their rights to be heard on issues important to 
them. Mr Pettit initiated WA’s Speaking Out Survey, a triennial survey to monitor the wellbeing of children and 
young people across the state. During his term, Mr Pettit has consulted thousands of children and young people on 
issues including mental health, youth justice, out-of-home care and education. He has used these views to recommend 
to government where policies and services can be strengthened. 

I also welcome Ms McGowan-Jones’ appointment as WA’s first Aboriginal woman Commissioner for Children 
and Young People. Ms McGowan-Jones is currently the chief executive officer of Thirrili Ltd, an Indigenous 
led and controlled organisation delivering critical supports and services to families and communities following 
a loss to suicide or other fatal traumatic incident. She holds an executive masters of public administration from 
Curtin University and brings a wealth of relevant experience to the role. Ms McGowan-Jones has held a number 
of senior positions, including with the National Disability Insurance Agency, the Victorian Department of Health 
and Human Services and the WA Departments of Education and Indigenous Affairs. 
I note the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People, in its latest report, 
recommended, amongst other things, the establishment of a statutory position dedicated to the advocacy of Aboriginal 
children and young people to work alongside the Commissioner for Children and Young People. The government 
will give due consideration to the committee’s recommendations and will respond in due course. In the meantime, 
the government has every confidence that Ms McGowan-Jones will be a strong advocate for all Western Australian 
children and young people. 
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